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Education today involves many challenges, from preparing students to join the  
workforce to meeting stringent legislative requirements. Administrators, instructors, 
and researchers turn to SPSS for the products and services they need to achieve  
success in these and many other areas.

SPSS Inc. is the leader in providing predictive analytics solutions that help educational institutions  

make better decisions—improving everything from enrollment and assessment to scientific research 

and alumni development. From primary and secondary schools to university research departments, 

educational institutions around the world look to SPSS for the technologies we’ve pioneered and 

the expertise we’ve refined since our founding in academia more than 37 years ago. 

Using SPSS solutions, educational institutions achieve significant results in the following areas:

n Instruction—Higher education institutions prepare students for the real world by teaching  

analysis and data mining with the tools most likely to be used by major companies: SPSS  

for Windows® and Clementine® 

n Research—Both scientific and survey researchers rely on a wide range of SPSS software  

specifically designed for these uses 

n Administration—From enrollment management to institutional research, SPSS software  

enables administrators to better understand and reach out to students, faculty, and alumni

n Primary and secondary education (K-12)—Educators measure, improve, and report  

achievement—at student, school, district, and statewide levels—and more effectively  

allocate resources



In scientific and survey research

Since its origination in the social sciences, SPSS has 

offered one of the most comprehensive and widely used 

scientific research product lines available. In fact, it’s rare 

to come across a researcher who hasn’t heard of or used 

SPSS products. With SPSS products, researchers are able to:

n Collect, prepare, analyze, and manage research data 

n Discover important concepts and relationships in  

journals, publications, and research databases

n Produce high-quality output for reports and publication 

For example, a Kent State University researcher uses SPSS 

software to study the causes and treatment of generalized 

anxiety disorder. The software’s ease of use enables him  

to spend less time crunching data and more time posing 

new research questions. 

Survey researchers use SPSS products and services for 

a wide range of initiatives—from developing and fielding 

basic surveys to conducting complex, global-scale  

survey projects. With SPSS survey research solutions,  

academic institutions develop a better understanding of:

n The student life cycle—from enrollment to  

matriculation and graduation, and participation  

in alumni activities

n School image and its impact on student and  

faculty recruiting

For example, the Department of Curriculum and Program 

Services at Florida’s Orange County Public Schools uses 

SPSS survey research software to evaluate the district’s 

curricula and programs. 

In the classroom 

Employers look for candidates who can hit the ground  

running. That’s why it's important that students experience 

the analysis and data mining products they’ll encounter in 

their jobs. SPSS offers a variety of options for integrating 

statistical and data mining instruction into the classroom. 

All SPSS instructional software uses a standard Microsoft® 

Windows or Macintosh® interface, so instructors can focus 

on teaching—not programming. Many options are available  

for students and instructors:

n The SPSS Student Version™ is ideal for students  

who are just beginning to learn statistical concepts.  

Or professors can select textbooks that are bundled 

 with the SPSS Student Version and example datasets.

n Licenses are available at site, network, enterprise,  

and consortia levels, as well as for mobile computing

n Graduate students conducting research can purchase 

the SPSS Graduate Pack™ or the Clementine Graduate 

Pack™—full versions of the software, licensed for  

student use

For example, a quantitative methods and psychology  

professor at New York University uses SPSS for Windows  

in the classroom to work through real-world problems. 

Babson College in Massachusetts, which focuses on  

practice-based learning in its top-ranked entrepreneurship 

program, uses Clementine to teach students how to  

understand and synthesize data from multiple sources.

All 129 of the U.S. News & World Report’s top-ranked  

colleges use SPSS products 

     – “America’s Best Colleges 2005,” 

         U.S. News & World Report 

         



How do these capabilities translate into real-world results? 

Cabrillo College in California uses SPSS software to reduce 

marketing costs, while providing more effective student 

outreach and improving student retention. 

In primary and secondary education (K-12)

Primary and secondary educational institutions are  

increasingly accountable to federal and state departments 

of education, school boards, and parents. Schools need 

to know where to focus their limited resources to achieve 

maximum results—and share those results with regulatory 

agencies. SPSS software enables school districts around 

the world to:

n Measure performance in order to qualify for grants  

and other types of funding 

n Develop effective annual grade-by-grade tests that  

align with existing tests and government standards 

n Create strategic educational plans 

n Report performance results to a variety of audiences, 

from colleagues and school administrators to local  

and state departments of education and the community 

at large 

With SPSS solutions, these institutions develop a better 

understanding of their students and take effective action 

to promote progress. For example, Texas’ Tyler Independent 

School District used SPSS software to establish a district-

wide performance tracking system for its 16,000 students. 

Louisiana’s Lafourche Parish School Board developed a 

unified student evaluation program for its 30 schools and 

15,000 students. 

In administration and institutional research

Educators use SPSS software to make critical decisions  

in a variety of administrative areas, including institutional 

research, enrollment management, student affairs, and 

alumni development. With SPSS solutions, administrators 

can use data from multiple sources to gain useful insights 

that enable them to: 

n Manage enrollment to achieve an appropriate mix  

of students 

n Improve graduation and retention rates 

n Forecast budget needs and educational trends 

n Create productive alumni development programs

SPSS customers include at least 80 percent of the 25 

largest U.S. school districts 

     – National Center for Education Statistics, 2001-2002



Meet specific needs with flexible solutions

With flexible SPSS solutions, educational institutions  

can both address specific issues and meet larger  

organizational goals. SPSS technologies are designed  

to integrate with existing systems, including legacy  

systems, and to manage large volumes of complex data. 

Organizations can implement solutions as they need  

them, rather than replacing entire systems. 

SPSS software gives educational institutions the  

capabilities they need to address specific problems  

and achieve measurable results quickly.

For more information on SPSS solutions for educational 

institutions, visit www.spss.com/education or call  

your local SPSS office.

To learn more, please visit www.spss.com.  
For SPSS office locations and telephone  
numbers, go to www.spss.com/worldwide. 
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