
Delivering the Insight
You Need to Succeed

Essbase® for IBM i and Web Analysis for IBM i



Enable informed decisions 
and effective action

Can you summarize transactional or other data, look at it 

from different perspectives, and explore it in detail until 

you thoroughly understand business conditions—in other 

words, until you gain real insight? 

With analytical software from SPSS Inc., you can. The 

ShowCase® Suite brings powerful analytical and reporting 

capabilities to organizations that use the IBM i computing 

platform. Two of the suite’s key components are Essbase for 

IBM i* and Web Analysis for IBM i*.

With Essbase for IBM i, your organization can efficiently 

use existing data to improve any aspect of your operations— 

for example, to improve your understanding of customer 

profitability, product profitability, and more. Applications 

built with Essbase technology support in-depth analysis  

and rapid response to queries, no matter how many  

individuals are accessing the solution. 

With Web Analysis for IBM i, business users throughout 

your organization can explore information in a variety of 

ways, all through a Web browser.

 

Benefit from the leading OLAP solution

Essbase for IBM i is the industry leader because it offers 

more power, versatility, and flexibility than any other online  

analytical processing (OLAP) solution. 

By using Essbase on the reliable IBM i platform, your 

organization can:

n Create and share forecasts, plans, scenarios, and  

allocations to support both tactical and strategic planning

n Support sales and marketing efforts by improving your 

understanding of who your customers are, what they 

buy, and when and how they do so

n Accelerate product or service development by streamlining  

fact-finding and decision-making cycles

n Minimize risk by having detailed, accurate data on all 

aspects of your operations readily available

n Support the analytical needs of multiple functional  

areas from a single platform

n Eliminate information “silos” and the resulting  

information inconsistencies and added costs

n Develop customized applications efficiently and  

cost effectively

n Maximize the efficiency of your IT infrastructure

Essbase for IBM i supports your organization as you  

create applications summarizing vast amounts of data 

and perform both simple and complex calculations on this 

data. You can embed the results of these calculations in 

your applications. And you can enable hundreds, even 

thousands, of users to query the data, and still achieve 

sub-second response times.

Every day, you face many different business challenges. To meet those challenges, your 
organization has invested in technologies to capture and store information. But are you 
getting the full value from this information? 

*  Essbase for IBM i, formerly known as ShowCase Essbase, and Web Analysis for IBM i, 
formerly known as ShowCase Analyzer™, are part of the ShowCase Suite from SPSS Inc.



Support collaboration in meeting information needs

Essbase for IBM i has unique visual exploration and 

navigation capabilities that enable business users and IT 

experts to collaborate in building applications. Because  

it offers a robust development environment, Essbase  

supports the efficient creation and modification of  

customized applications.

With Essbase, you can: 

n Combine data from multiple sources in a single,  

summarized view, instead of having to refer to a variety 

of spreadsheets or reports from different systems

n Customize the way the data is calculated, in order to 

match your unique business needs

n Build applications that automatically deliver important 

information, such as top sales territories or sales below 

plan, by using metric filtering or rank analysis  

n Use customized calendars to analyze date-sensitive 

information in ways that make sense for your organization

As a result, you can understand your business in entirely 

new ways.

When using Essbase, you can get answers without having 

to know the structure of the underlying database. Using 

standard business terms, you can search for information  

and then explore it with Web Analysis for IBM i or other  

familiar front-end tools, such as Microsoft® Excel® and other 

Microsoft Office tools. You can even set and customize 

alerts, so that you are notified automatically when certain 

performance thresholds are met.

The flexibility of ShowCase Essbase enables your IT staff to  

customize the way that your organization’s data is stored 

in order to optimize retrieval times and maximize storage 

space. IT can build applications efficiently, and load and 

calculate data rapidly. The solution’s scalability enables 

your organization to provide more timely information to  

all your business users while conserving IT resources.

These capabilities mean you can shape your OLAP solution  

to meet your company’s unique needs, even as these 

needs change.

Essbase also has many features that simplify administration. 

You can improve performance and maintain data integrity 

by hosting your data, data model, calculations, and data 

security controls on the same IBM i server. Make admin-

istration easier by placing your relational data warehouse 

and your OLAP data marts on the same platform. And 

speed batch processing by taking advantage of the IBM i’s 

multiprocessor capabilities. 

Perform analysis at the speed of thought

Web Analysis for IBM i enables executives, managers, and 

other staff to use a Web browser to see and interact with 

information contained in your Essbase applications. By 

doing so, your organization can see what events are  

contributing to overall trends and take appropriate action.

It’s easy to move between spreadsheet, chart, and pinboard 

views of your data when using Web Analysis. (For an example 

of this, see the graphic on the next page.) You can also create 

multiple “what if” scenarios by altering assumptions or 

dimensions, and create a variety of tactical plans based on 

these scenarios. 

With Web Analysis, you can communicate analytical results 

to business users in several ways. Print part or all of a Web 

Analysis report, or easily add reports to documents, 

presentations, Web pages, or portals. Through seamless 

integration with Microsoft Office, links to live data can 

be inserted into Word Documents, Excel spreadsheets, 

PowerPoint® presentations, or Outlook® messages. Users 

can dynamically refresh the data with the click of a button 

for up-to-the minute analysis.

Users can access relational data alongside multidimensional  

data and link the two. You can “drill down” from  

multidimensional to relational data. Or, if your data is 

defined in a dimensional structure, you can use “virtual 

cubes” to view relational data as if it were multidimensional.



For report developers, Web Analysis offers a wealth of 

features that make it possible to develop reports quickly 

and efficiently with no programming. 

Whether you’re creating reports for executives, managers, 

work groups, or entire departments, you can:

n Use built-in templates that support popular chart and 

spreadsheet combinations

n Control the contents of individual cells and easily  

define the look of columns, borders, and fonts

n Create reports that can be updated automatically and 

“dashboards” that place key measures from a number  

of internal and external sources on a single screen

n Manage other aspects of formatting and printing reports

The browser-based functionality in Web Analysis eases the 

workload of your IT staff. Because report “consumers” can 

rearrange information on their own, your IT staff does not 

need to create multiple customized reports for executives, 

managers, and other business users.

Web Analysis is architected entirely in Java™, supporting 

smooth installation and integration with other applications. 

There is no client software to install, maintain, or upgrade. 

System administrators can manage user IDs, group IDs, and 

access privileges; protect database security; and even 

monitor the server through a Web browser. 

In short, Web Analysis allows your IT staff to satisfy the 

needs of business users fully and efficiently, and gain time 

for more strategic initiatives.

Give your organization unrivaled analytic power

There’s a reason that Essbase is the industry-leading OLAP 

solution. It simply offers more features and functionality 

than any other solution. You can use the same software to 

perform complex analyses of financial data or to analyze 

large amounts of detailed operational data—something no 

other OLAP solution can offer. By using Web Analysis with 

Essbase, you enable business users at any level to explore 

and interact with all types of critical data. This combination 

leads to better day-to-day decisions and more effective 

strategic planning.

With years of experience in helping organizations deploy 

Essbase and Web Analysis on the IBM i, SPSS Inc. can 

streamline your implementation so that you achieve a rapid 

return on your investment. In addition to offering scheduled 

and onsite training, SPSS Inc. Worldwide Services also 

provides direct assistance in getting your applications up 

and running.

The ShowCase Suite complements the predictive analytics 

technologies offered by SPSS Inc. It helps you understand 

past and present conditions using standard business  

metrics. Separate predictive analytics products then enable 

your organization to uncover subtle or hidden patterns in 

your data and spot emerging problems or opportunities. 

You can define customer segments more clearly, measure 

customer value more precisely, and predict customer 

behavior more reliably—to name just a few of the uses for 

predictive analytics. 

Once you develop and implement action plans, you can use  

the ShowCase Suite to monitor the results. As a result,  

your organization will gain greater insight into your  

operations, customers, and markets—and strengthen  

your ability to compete.

With Essbase for IBM i, you can calculate any number of key metrics. 
Then, with Web Analysis for IBM i, you can arrange them in a dashboard-
like view that makes it easy to spot exceptions to business plans or 
changes to other conditions.



Supermarket chain stays ahead of the competition

Save Mart Supermarkets, a 120-store chain based in California, uses the ShowCase Suite to fend  

off competitors in its markets by tightly controlling category management and in-line profit margins.  

The ShowCase Suite is a key business tool supporting strategic and tactical business decisions  

across Save Mart’s operations.

Because Save Mart faces tough competition from national supermarket chains, it is critical for the 

company to be able to  immediately understand how each store’s categories are affected by market 

changes. SPSS Inc. software enables the company to make quick, informed decisions and plays a 

large part in keeping Save Mart ahead of its competitors.

Save Mart uses Essbase for  IBM i and Web Analysis for IBM i to help managers fully assess the  

dynamics of each store’s performance and make the right decisions about the inventory, pricing,  

and promotional activities that will benefit each store.

SPSS Inc. software has brought valuable business insight to decision makers throughout the  

organization, from executives to store managers. This helps them make sound decisions to keep  

customers happy and the business strong and viable.



The ShowCase Suite

Fundamental to your business success 

The ShowCase Suite is a powerful, fully integrated solution 

capable of bringing together data from a variety of sources 

and platforms. It enhances the capabilities of leading ERP 

systems, including those from Oracle® ( JD Edwards World™ 

and EnterpriseOne™), Infor (BPCS® and Infinium®), Lawson® 

Software, and others. 

In addition to Essbase and Web Analysis, the ShowCase 

Suite includes:

n ShowCase Query™ for generating answers from a variety 

of data sources

n ShowCase Report Writer™ for creating and formatting 

reports to print or e-mail

n ShowCase Warehouse Manager ™ for controlling access 

and managing system resources

n ShowCase Warehouse Builder™ for automating the creation  

and maintenance of the data warehouse environment

About SPSS Inc.

SPSS Inc. (NASDAQ: SPSS) is a leading global provider of 

predictive analytics software and solutions. The company’s 

predictive analytics technology improves business processes 

by giving organizations consistent control over decisions made 

every day. By incorporating predictive analytics into their daily 

operations, organizations become Predictive Enterprises—able 

to direct and automate decisions to meet business goals and 

achieve measurable competitive advantage.

 

More than 250,000 public sector, academic, and commercial customers rely on SPSS  

technology to help increase revenue, reduce costs, and detect and prevent fraud.  

Founded in 1968, SPSS is headquartered in Chicago, Illinois. For additional information,  

please visit www.spss.com.

SPSS is a registered trademark and the other SPSS Inc. products named are trademarks of SPSS Inc. All other names are  
trademarks of their respective owners.       © 2009 SPSS Inc.  All rights reserved.     ES8BRO-0509

Through integration with PASW Collaboration and 

Deployment Services**, ShowCase Suite provides an 

operational reporting platform to help you deploy and 

manage your reporting assets enterprise wide. 

For details on the technical requirements for ShowCase 

Suite 8.0, go to: www.spss.com/showcase/sys_req.htm.

For additional informational information about ShowCase 

Suite, call 1.800.543.2185 (toll-free within the U.S.) or 

+1.312.261.6565 (worldwide).

 

 

**  PASW Collaboration and Deployment Services, formerly known as SPSS 
Predictive Enterprise Services™, is part of SPSS Inc.’s Predictive Analytics 
software portfolio


