
What’s New in  
ShowCase Suite 8.0

ShowCase® Suite™

The ShowCase Suite from SPSS Inc., the leading end-to-end business 
intelligence solution for organizations that use the IBM i computing platform, 
has been enhanced to give you greater value from your software investment.

With the release of ShowCase Suite 8.0, you gain powerful capabilities that will help you drive the 

greater use of data in decision making throughout your organization. The addition of an enterprise-

level platform enables you to more efficiently manage your reporting assets, automate the creation 

and publishing of reports, and give a broader range of business users browser-based access to the 

information they need. 

ShowCase 8.0 also aligns with the current versions of leading products and platforms—including 

the i5/OS®, SQL 2003 standards, and the latest Microsoft® offerings—so you can continue to use all 

your data to drive improved business performance. In addition, through shared, common technology 

with SPSS Inc.’s family of predictive analytics solutions, you are positioned to add predictive 

capabilities to your ShowCase reporting solution. 

Take BI to a new level in your organization

You know that simply having more information isn’t the answer to the business challenges you face. 

You need information that people throughout your organization can efficiently put to use to achieve 

business objectives and attain a measurable competitive advantage.

Because the ShowCase Suite runs natively on the IBM i, your organization can efficiently leverage 

historical data to make better, faster decisions—the classic definition of business intelligence.  And, 

through integration with the enhanced PASW® Collaboration and Deployment Services* platform, 

ShowCase Suite 8.0 provides an enterprise-class operational reporting environment that helps you 

take BI to the next level.

* PASW Collaboration and Deployment Services, formerly called SPSS Predictive Enterprise Services™, 
is part of SPSS Inc.’s Predictive Analytics Software portfolio.



Users can access the ShowCase repository, as well as data 

mining and analytics applications, with a single login. This 

helps improve productivity by reducing the number of 

passwords needed to access frequently used tools.

Enhanced business intelligence reporting tools (BIRT) 

enable users to improve the usability and readability of 

reports with crosstab enhancements. Report creators can 

also leverage XML data sources, and take advantage of tag 

library support for linking crosstabs and graphs and 

defining parameters.

Streamline administration

Centralized server and credential management capabilities 

simplify configuration and maintenance by allowing  

administrators to define servers, data sources, and  

credentials once and reuse them many times. Support for 

customizable roles and actions provides granular definition 

and control of user permissions. 

Single sign-on access simplifies administrative tasks such 

as accessing data, applications, and results. The same 

login can be used for ShowCase components, as well as for 

data mining, analytics, and enterprise resource planning 

(ERP) applications.

Drag-and-drop publishing enables faster publishing of 

content to the repository, and versioning and version labels 

simplify the process of managing and archiving repository 

content. For example, through the use of labels, a query 

that has been under development can simply and easily  

be promoted into production with a click of a mouse. 

 

With the newest release, you gain the ability to:

n Manage all of your reports, queries, and related 

information, such as Microsoft Excel® spreadsheets or Word 

documents flexibly and efficiently, within a centralized, 

secure repository based on industry standards

n Improve access to content and speed the search process

n Gain control over analytical content and the actions that 

can be performed against it, as well as audit user and 

system actions

n Embed critical processes into your reporting environment, 

and integrate reporting into other business processes, 

through powerful automation tools

Empower end users

The platform’s browser-based interface supports both 

Internet Explorer® and Mozilla® Firefox® and provides easy 

navigation through the repository folder structure for access 

to content and report output. Report output can be viewed 

online and refreshed on demand, as well as integrated into 

portals. Custom metadata allows you to augment the rich, 

built-in metadata with your own, and the powerful search 

functionality allows you to search on any metadata, thereby 

shortening the time it takes to locate content. 

The browser interface can be customized to make it easier for 

end users to access reports and to provide more control over 

how data is viewed. For example, you can modify the look 

and feel of the existing interface by changing the colors or 

adding your company’s logo, or you may build a completely 

custom interface that exposes only the reports users need.

Self-subscription capabilities allow information consumers  

to easily subscribe to the content they need, as well as 

specify when and how they prefer to be alerted to content 

changes. 



To enable event-based automation and tighter 

integration with other processes, jobs can either be 

initiated from a Java Message Service (JMS) request, or 

jobs can send requests to other processes through the 

same service. Messages can be posted to a JMS topic when 

significant system events occur, such as when jobs or job 

steps succeed or fail, new objects or versions of objects are 

stored, new folders are created, or notification job steps 

are executed. Event-based automation allows processes to 

integrate more easily with outside systems and enables the 

creation of relationships and dependencies between 

processes, minimizing job administration overhead.

Keep pace with your evolving IT infrastructure

ShowCase Suite 8.0 also includes many enhancements  

to improve operability with the products and platforms  

you use on a daily basis. 

 

Enhancements to ShowCase Query™ support SQL 2003 

functionality available within i5/OS, including:

n More powerful data selection and manipulation  

capabilities through additional scalar functions

n The ability to use full selects within expressions for 

advanced data selection support

n The use of selects as table references for greater  

flexibility and simplified CAST functions for easier,  

faster query creation

n Greater flexibility when defining search conditions  

and customized sorting using CASE enhancements 

 

Import and export enhancements support the merging of 

repositories, enabling administrators to move data between 

separate development and production enviornments more 

easily and providing them with greater control over report 

content. 

Administrators can also create flexible, customized  

notifications that quickly inform decision makers and other 

responsible parties when new content is available or when 

jobs or job steps succeed or fail. The administrative 

management client software can be efficiently distributed 

to as many desktops as needed via the server. 

Automate processes

Powerful automation features help analysts integrate  

multiple job steps into a single process. Because no  

scripting or programming skills are required, jobs can be 

created and run quickly and easily. ShowCase Warehouse 

Builder™ jobs can also be integrated into multi-step jobs, 

enabling you to perform tasks such as ensuring that the 

warehouse is refreshed before running reports. In addition, 

Excel spreadsheets can now be scheduled for automatic 

refresh. By creating multiple schedules for a single job, 

users can implement virtually any scheduling algorithm on 

a recurring or irregular basis. 

Custom automation utilizing i5/OS Command Language 

or Python® scripting enables customers to integrate their 

reporting and analytical work directly into their business 

processes. 

Job parameters improve the flexibility of automated 

processes. The same job may be run based on different sets 

of parameters, enabling broader reuse of individual reports 

and jobs. Users can customize jobs at runtime, and job 

context may be controlled by either external systems or users. 



The integration of the ShowCase Suite with PASW 

Collaboration and Deployment Services—the common 

operational foundation on which the SPSS Inc. family of 

reporting and analytic solutions is based—enables data-

driven organizations to move to the next level of business 

intelligence. By combining the power of an enterprise-class 

operational reporting platform with the ability to layer and 

deploy predictive applications such as PASW Modeler** for 

data mining onto your IBM i platform, you can analyze and 

report, as well as anticipate trends and develop more 

effective decision-making strategies. 

These solutions provide a common operational platform 

and single administrative console for all of your reporting 

and analytic needs, so you can drive more widespread use 

of analytics into your everyday decision-making processes.

 

You also have more flexibility in platform and product 

choices. ShowCase Suite client products can be installed 

on Microsoft Vista®, and an available plug-in for Excel 2007 

enables you to take advantage of its latest features. 

 

Supplemental Groups are now supported in i5/OS,  

simplifying some administrative tasks associated with  

controlling user access to data.

 

In addition, ShowCase Suite supports access to data  

residing within Independent Auxiliary Storage Pools  

(iASPs), which a growing number of System i customers  

are using to address various business needs. 

 

Enable the Predictive Enterprise 

With ShowCase Suite 8.0, you get an industry-leading BI 

solution for the IBM i that helps you take the next step 

toward becoming a Predictive Enterprise—an organization 

that incorporates predictive analytics into daily operations 

and directs, optimizes, and automates decisions to meet 

specific business goals.

To learn more, please visit www.spss.com.  
For SPSS office locations and telephone  
numbers, go to www.spss.com/worldwide. 
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** PASW Modeler, formerly known as Clementine®, is part of SPSS Inc.’s     
  Predictive Analytics Software portfolio.


