Q&A Session for “More than a Thousand Words: Using SPSS Viz Designer™ for Graphic Communication”
Date:  January 29, 2009

Q: What colleges or universities in Canada are using this product - how - examples?

I am not sure that any colleges or universities in Canada are currently using Viz Designer.

Q: what is the sample limit listed in the lower left?

If the Maximum Sample checkbox is selected, datasets with more than n rows (in this case 20,000) will be randomly sampled.  This makes for a more efficient operation when using large datasets.

Q: does it support/understand date data types?

Yes, as long as the underlying data is a date or time.  For example, the GPL statement format.date() specifies that the data are formatted as dates when displayed in an axis’ tick marks.

Q: I am wondering if it is possible to represent variables with different types of data on same graph--to have 2 different y axes.

Two different Y axis is certainly a possibility.  Just about any type of data can be represented in a created graph.

Q: Can you show me a graph in Power Point?

See attached PPT, slide 2.

Q: What kind of axis attributes can we modify with VizDesigner?

Amongst the axis attributes that can be modified are:

· Position

· Base

· Length

· Delta

· Font

· Font color

· Font size

· Gridlines

· Major Ticks

· Minor Ticks

· Divisions

· Prefix and suffix of axis data

· Scaling

· Scientific notation

· Min. and Max. decimal digits

· Min. and Max. integer digits

Q: are there graph types that you must have viz designer to use, or are all of the types available?

Viz Designer creates graph templates.  Once a template is created, you do not need Viz Designer to use it in either SPSS or Clementine.

Q: On a bar graph can you put data labels above each bar as a template?

Yes

Q: Does Viz Designer only work on the latest version of SPSS (17.0)?

Viz Designer can work with SPSS 16 or 17.  With SPSS 16, it must be set up manually for the template import.

Q: Is there a way to add a legend to the graphs?

Yes, Add, and Legend will create a legend for appropriate graph types.  For example, the Polar Plot does not lend itself to a legend, but, a bubble plot can allow for a legend.

Q: if in future I have any question, is their any way to contact you?

Sure, tdaciuk@spss.com.

Q: Interested in knowing a bit about the use of geographical representation -- e.g., plotting bar charts on a map with the data tied to a location (country, city, etc.,); how difficult that might be to compose.

Currently, most mapping functions are not available in Viz Designer.  The support of mapping and geographic visualizations is, however, a very requested feature and we would expect to make that available in a later release of the product.

Q: Is this an add-on functionality for which one needs to purchase an additional license?

This is a separate product.  You would need to purchase this as a separate product.

Q: How would you interpret the polar chart in layman's terms?

Polar charts are good when you have an axis that represents a totality.  For example, the year, as months (as I am doing), hours in a day, days in a week, etc.  The lines are the activity over that period.  If activity was constant, the line would be a circle.  The more the line does not represent a circle, the greater the variance in activity over the period.  For example, in the Seattle Shipping data, most activity peaked in March and was lowest in December, January and February.  A spiral type line indicates an increase (or decrease) in activity.

Q: Need separate License than SPSS? If so, price? 

You will need to contact your SPSS sales rep for the price.

Q: Does an end user need to have the Viz Designer software in order to use the templates created by the original "analyst"?

No, once a template is installed, the operation of the template is completely divorced from Viz Designer.

Q: available in clem that is

Yes, Viz Designer will work with Clementine 12.0.2.

Q: This is a totally stand alone product or ?

Viz Designer can be used as a standalone product, or with Clementine 12.0.2 or SPSS 17.

Q: Could you explain what the difference is between using Viz Designer vs. using EXCEL chart templates or other chart templates? 

Viz Designer has the ability to create far more charts then Excel.

Q: Does this work with Classification Trees?

Viz Designer works on data.  It could be used to represent data that are being analyzed in a classification tree exercise.

Q: I am looking for a way that my college might be able to pull data from the Banner system and make graphics available to users on an on demand type of basis.  Does this have that capability?

I am not sure, please send me a note about this and I will forward it to the appropriate support resource.

Q: What are some reasons why you would use Viz Designer instead of the graphing options in SPSS?

Basically, there are two reasons.  Viz Designer can be used to enhance the existing graphics in SPSS, offering more graphic choices.  The Polar Plot, for example, is something that cannot be created in SPSS.  Secondly, Viz Designer offers greater control and customization of either new graph types, or, of graphs that replicate those already found in SPSS.

Q: is it possible to pull in vizml code from another application into desinger?

Yes.  VIZml can be copied into the VIZml window, or, can be opened if it is in a file with the extension .xml.

Q: Can the charts be exported to MS Excel?

Charts can be copied to MS Excel.  They can be exported as PNG, JPEG, PDF or EMF and then imported into Excel (Insert, Picture, From file…).
Q: what deployment options are supported?  Can you export to a web part, flex/flash control, or silverlight object?  if not do you plan to support creating web 2.0 style objects in the future?

Yes, you export to a web part, or flash control, provided that you have the appropriate software to do this.  We will continue to develop Viz Designer with web support in mind.

Q: What types of maps are available?

Currently, most mapping functions are not available in Viz Designer.  The support of mapping and geographic visualizations is, however, a very requested feature and we would expect to make that available in a later release of the product.

Q: Are there explanations of each chart type and some examples of why you might want to choose each one?

The Grammar of Graphics offers a lot of explanations for graph types and their applicability.
Q: What applications are provided by Viz designer that are not currently available on SPSS?

Viz Designer can be used to enhance the existing graphics in SPSS, offering more graphic choices.  The Polar Plot, for example, is something that cannot be created in SPSS.  Secondly, Viz Designer offers greater control and customization of either new graph types, or, of graphs that replicate those already found in SPSS.

Q: Can the graphics be imported into programs such as MSWord using cut and paste

Yes, or, can be saved and then inserted.

Q: Is it possible to layout a chart or graph on top of an existing picture...say a .jpg for example?

Yes, if the software you are using allows for this.  Using VIZml, it is possible to bring in a graphic and then use that as the background for a chart or graph.

Q: Is there an in-depth Viz Designer course offered by SPSS on how to use each of the graphs?

Onsite and one-on-one training on Viz Designer is available.

Q: I expect the graphs can be exported into MSWord or PPT? 

Yes, in both cases cut and paste can be used, or, the graphs can be exported and imported (inserted) into PowerPoint or MSWord.

Q: Do you recommend using this software for use in creating the same sort of graphs for individual schools?

That would be a good application of the Viz Designer template approach.

Q: What are the main differences between Vis Designer and the graphics template available in SPSS base?

Basically, there are two differences.  Viz Designer can be used to enhance the existing graphics in SPSS, offering more graphic choices.  The Polar Plot, for example, is something that cannot be created in SPSS.  Secondly, Viz Designer offers greater control and customization of either new graph types, or, of graphs that replicate those already found in SPSS.

Q: What are the advantages of using Viz Designer over SPSS Statistics (chart builder, legacy dialogs, GPL, etc.)?

Basically, there are two reasons.  Viz Designer can be used to enhance the existing graphics in SPSS, offering more graphic choices.  The Polar Plot, for example, is something that cannot be created in SPSS.  Secondly, Viz Designer offers greater control and customization of either new graph types, or, of graphs that replicate those already found in SPSS.

Q: Can you show the data table below the graph (excel has this feature)?

Yes.
Q: Can it incorporate stat testing?

Yes, there is some limited testing available.

Q: Do you have to have SPSS in order to use Viz Designer?

No.  Viz Designer is a standalone product.

Q: can you show some of the other graphs that are included in VizDesigner?

The graphs that are available with Viz Designer are limitless.  See the attached PowerPoint, Slide 3 for a few examples.

Q: Can a graph be created in an interactive manner, allowing for filtering of data? 

No.

Q: Can Viz Designer chart qualitative data?

Yes, depending upon what you are looking to chart, and the type of visualization that you desire.

Q: Can you import excel files into Viz Designer as the data file used?

Yes, using a CSV file.  The data I was working with was originally from an Excel spreadsheet.

Q: can you do word clouds in viz designer?

Yes.

Q: What does one do with the VizML instructions after creating a graph? Since it is XML is it possible to use it as you would with any XML document?

Yes.

Q: Is there a reference of the graph types that are available out of VizDesigner? 

Viz Designer provides a limitless set of graphs.  The Grammar of Graphics will provide an idea of some of the graph types available. 

Q: Is Viz Designer available as a package when I buy SPSS?

Yes.

Q: is Viz designer upgraded once a year?

We are currently working on an upgrade schedule for Viz Designer.

Q: can viz designer show significance on charts/graphs?

Viz Designer can show some measures of significance.  You would need to be more specific, or, consult The Grammar of Graphics for more information.

Q: can you export to web parts/flash/flex/other web 2.0?

Yes, provided you have the right software to handle this.

Q: Can multiple variables plotted in one chart, e.g., mean, median, SD, etc.

Yes.
