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ShowCase Suite Positioning

The leading enterprise BI solution for IBM i 
customers

A complete solution for reporting and analytics designed 
specifically for organizations that run their business using 
IBM i



ShowCase Suite – Complete Solution
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Query and reporting
Data Warehouse Management

OLAP
Enterprise reporting



OLAP – On-Line Analytical Processing
for a deeper understanding of the business

Essbase® for IBM i 
Industry standard high performance 
OLAP database for decision support

Build analytical models that 
consolidate actual, projected & derived 
data 
Integrated with ShowCase Suite
Leverages the power of IBM i 

Web Analysis for IBM i 
(previously Analyzer)

Browser-based speed of thought 
analysis

Pivot, link & drill into data
Highlight exceptions
Perform calculations



ShowCase Suite – OLAP Solution
Essbase and Web Analysis

What’s New?



Essbase / Web Analysis for IBM i 11

Highlights 
Time intelligence features 

Allow organizations to analyze date-sensitive 
information in ways that make sense for their 
specific business needs

Faster application deployment and 
maintenance

Minimize the amount of down time needed to 
load new data into analytical applications

Improved reporting and integration with 
Microsoft Office applications

Embed live report links into Office documents



New Time Intelligence Features

Model any calendar!
Gregorian, Manufacturing, Retail, ISO, Fiscal calendars



Date-Time Dimension Wizard



Calendar Hierarchies
Gregorian:
•Jan 01-Dec 31
•Yr, Sem, Trim, Qtr, 
Month, Wk, Day

Retail:
•From National Retail Federation
•4-5-4 Qtr
•Leap weeks, 53 week year
•Start Early Feb 

Manufacturing:
•13 period year, 7 day wks
•3 qtrs – 3 periods, 1 qtr – 4 periods
•Period=4 wks
•Define where extra period and 
week fall

Fiscal:
•Start on any date
•4-4-5, 4-5-4, 5-4-4 patterns for qtrs

ISO 8601:
•7 day week
•Starts on first Thurs of Gregorian yr
•Monday first day of wk
•Yr, wk, day



Linked Attributes for Periodic Time

Periodicity = Shared pattern 
among date-time dimension 
members



Periodic Time
2nd month in each quarter, 3rd quarter in every year, “fall” season



Events and Holidays Captured!

Events and holidays

Day modeling



Outline Automatically Created



Text and Date Measures

Text lists
Use text and dates as measures in multidimensional reporting
Perform analysis based on text or date measures
New types of reports and analysis



Date / Text Measure Analysis

Text measures are stored as numbers
Calculate averages and summaries
Example: 

Find average Rating for a group of customers
Group A is average satisfaction for the group

Perform time operations
Calculate life span for sales program based on start and 
end dates



Varying Attributes 
(aka Slowly Changing Attributes)

Varying attributes feature enables you to: 

Store data for situations where attributes can change, such 
as

Employee hierarchy  - over time
Product packaging - over different markets

Analyze data based on perspectives
Historical data – reflect the actual changes
Point-in-time – as how the hierarchy was a certain point



Varying Attributes –
Perspectives

Reality perspective

March perspective

July perspective



Backup / Restore, Transaction Logging

Backup / Restore
Copy files to archive
Database read only during backup
Restore from archive at later point

Transaction logging and replay
Track write operations

Load, calc, lock and send
Display/ replay from a certain point or event



ASO trickle-feeding

Trickle-feed into a “persisted” ASO cube

Cube is online through the trickle-feed process
Read & Write can co-exist with trickle-feed



Other Essbase Highlights

Duplicate (Non-Unique) member name support



Other Essbase Highlights

Aggregate Storage Option enhancements
Outline restructure
Data export
Improved compression
Rank

Substitution variable enhancements
Partition definitions
Outline formula
MaxL and MDX scripts
Data load rules

Browser based development and 
administration



Analyzer Web Analysis



Integrated Workspace
HTML client in addition to Web Analysis Studio (Java applet)



Advanced Expressions in Calculations

Multiple expressions within one calculation
For example “((Sales – COGS) / Net Income) * 100”.



Improved Formatting Usability

Simplified member 
selection

Apply to entire grid

Allow changing 
precedence for 

Database Connection 
Measures formatting
User Preferences
Analysis Tools 



Other Web Analysis Highlights

Suppress missing columns

Print all objects in a report



Member search service button



Microsoft Office Integration

SmartView
Export full fidelity reports to MS Office
Direct access import from Excel, Word, PowerPoint and Outlook
Live source connections
New Report wizard



What’s New: Summary

Essbase
Time intelligence

Date-Time Dimension Wizard
Text-Date Measures
Varying Attributes

Administration
Duplicate Members
ASO enhancements
Backup / Restore, Transaction Logging

Web Analysis
Workspace / HTML client
Formatting and Calculation enhancements

SmartView
Microsoft Office integration



Upgrade Planning

General Availability
English - June 8, 2009 
German, French, Japanese – 3Q 2009

Web Analysis – Requires Windows server 

No install over the top
Install new environment
Migrate users, applications, databases and reports

Upgrade path
Essbase 7.1x 11.1.1
Analyzer 7.2 11.1.1



More Information 
http://www.spss.com/software/deployment/showcase/



Updated Collateral



To Order Upgrade

Contact your local sales office



Package Contents 

Packaged with ShowCase 8.0 kit

2 DVDs – Essbase and Web Analysis



Recap

Major new release of Essbase and Analyzer 
Time intelligence
ASO and admin enhancements
Web Analysis Workspace / HTML client
Office integration

General Availability
English - June 8, 2009 
German, French, Japanese – 3Q 2009

Upgrade path
Essbase 7.1x 11.1.1
Analyzer 7.2 11.1.1
Customer must sign new schedule


